Excerpts from an Albany Times-Union Investigative
Report on DEC Oversight of the Gas-Drilling Industry

By ABRAHM LUSTGARTEN ProPublica /, Special to the Times Union

On May 29, top state environmental officials assured state lawmakers that plans to drill for
natural gas near the watershed that supplies New York City's drinking water posed little danger.
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Is could not answer those questions. They acknowledged that the state's current
independent contracting companies to take water from upstate streams and
wetlands at will. They also acknowledge they don't track the process drillers use to dispose of
"produced water," as the gas and oil industry refers to its waste.

DEC officials said the water would be shipped to Pennsylvania and treated in specialized plants
there. But an executive for three of the Pennsylvania plants told ProPublica and WNYC that
New York officials hadn't talked to him about the Marcellus wells. He said his plants don't
have the capacity to accept wastewater from New York.



Some of the regional DEC offices that would oversee Marcellus wells have no experience
with gas drilling at all. Yet New York officials said they see no reason to update their
environmental impact statement, which was drafted in 1992, long before this form of
drilling, called horizontal hydraulic fracturing or "hydrofracking," was feasible on the
scale now contemplated.
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For the entire report, visit _http://timesunion.com/AspStories/storyprint.asp?StorylD=705332

e for a range of topics relating gas-drilling to your health please see www.ogap.org
e Read the news on local gas drilling at www.chenangogreens.org
« Join the discussion group at marcellusgasinfo-subscribe@googlegroups.com
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